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OFFENDERS CAN NOW FACE FINANCIAL CONSEQUENCES 
McGuinty Government Improves Justice For Victims Of Child Pornography  

And Hate Crimes 
 
 
NEWS May 28, 2009
 
A new Ontario law taking effect today will allow for victims of child pornography, hate crimes and 
other offences to sue offenders for damages. 
 
The change to a regulation under the Victims’ Bill of Rights strengthens victims’ rights.  These 
changes will make it easier for victims of hate crimes and child pornography to sue offenders for 
damages such as emotional distress and bodily harm arising from the distress.  The change 
applies to specific types of hate crimes as defined by the Criminal Code, such as publicly 
inciting, or wilfully promoting, hatred. 
 
QUOTE 
 
“The McGuinty government has zero tolerance for child pornography and hate crimes.  We are 
committed to holding offenders accountable for their actions and empowering victims.” 
– Chris Bentley, Attorney General   
 
QUICK FACTS 
 
! In order for a victim to sue under the Victims’ Bill of Rights, the offender must have been 

convicted of the crime.  Any lawsuit would be in addition to penalties imposed by the court. 
! In 2006, the U.S. created a similar law - “Masha’s Law” - increasing civil penalties for 

anyone found guilty of downloading child pornography from the Internet.  
 
LEARN MORE 
 
Read what people are saying about today’s announcement. 
 
Learn more about the child pornography amendment. 
 
Learn more about the hate crimes amendment. 
 
Erin Moroz, Ministry of the Attorney General, 
Minister’s Office, 416-326-1785 
Brendan Crawley, Ministry of the Attorney General, 
Communications Branch, 416-326-2210 
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